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Founding Documents and Jefferson’s Letter
The documents under consideration are Declaration of Independence signed in 1776, United States Constitution signed in 1787, and a letter by Thomas Jefferson to Danbury Baptists in 1802. Despite the fact that all three were written at different periods in American history, all of them are influential in the formation of a foundation for the nation’s legislation. The central theme evident in the Declaration of Independence sought to stem any form of oppression by validating equality for all men. The documents followed the Americas and its colonies earning their freedom from Great Britain. 
The United States Constitution followed a little over a decade later with its most significant objective as establishment of both the national government, and laws and regulations to govern the nation. Included within were themes such as rights and freedoms, relative to all citizens. Inclusive within the basic rights and individual protection guaranteed to civilians was the freedom of speech, and that of religion. The central theme of Thomas Jefferson’s letter was as an appreciation of the president’s favor in the argument of separating the church from the state. The separation context held the notion that both elements should have a huge gap. The logic is that such worshipping has no correlation or allied to state definitions, but rather is subject to religious inclinations. 
While signing the declaration of independence, the definitions of context and argument of separation of church from the state lacked clarity. The document, however, did make mention of the virtue of equality as a religious concept which God embedded in creation. The context of equality also brought about strife between American colonies and Great Britain, since the latter acted as superior to the former. Ironically, the argument of equality of rights and freedoms for the Americans excluded slaves. On the other hand, the United States Constitution is the document that provided the definition of right of religion. The implication herein is critical limitations from the state in matters that concern worship for its citizens. 
Both bills passed in parliament become Acts, and the Constitution provide the legislations by which the government functions. In contrast, religious inclinations, their doctrines, and the documentations of their deity provide guidelines by which worship operates. In this context, the Law of God, the Bible and Christian Doctrines are guidelines for the church. Therefore, the church and the government follow different guides, which may influence conflict. In the context that both are integrated, arguments may arise on which course to adhere. 
Constitutional amendments and judicial proceedings provide platforms to adjust the laws that guide the state. The above aspect provides an additional difference since the Christian doctrines and the Law of God have no room for amendments. Therefore, integration of the church and the state may not be possible, which is an argument that also favors their separation. An additional platform that favored the separation of the church from the state was slavery. Christianity held the belief that all human beings are equal, while the state proved reluctant to stop slavery and considering the victims as equals. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The government and God separated by virtue, nature of operation, and stance. It was impossible for the state to incorporate God in their operations. Take the example that man is God’s creation and all are equal, whereas the perception of the state was that the black skin meant they were to serve as slaves. Additionally, the slaves proved economically beneficial to the nation. Henceforth, the logic that God would not want such victimization opposed strength and stability of government. The context places the state and God in direct opposition, which ensures their separation. 
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